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Thank you for submitting your Policy Briefs!
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- You were an excellent group
o Everyone that joined the first session submitted a policy brief

- Feedback and grades given were good, 
o But remember: high grading is less useful than good feedback



Peer Feedback – Breakout Rooms
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Good Example 1: Very clear structure
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- Follows recommended 
structure

- Aim is clear from the 
beginning

- Includes abstract and policy 
recommendation highlights

- Clearly delineated sections, 
logical flow

- Sections are balanced in 
length 

Link to Policy Brief 1
Link to Policy Brief 2

https://unu-merit-cdo.moodlecloud.com/mod/resource/view.php?id=173
https://unu-merit-cdo.moodlecloud.com/mod/resource/view.php?id=172


Good Example 2: Visually contributing to the story
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- Use of maps and graphs

- Appealing design that improves 
the reading and makes it more 
interesting

- Eye catching images that 
contributes to the story

Link to Policy Brief 1

Link to Policy Brief 2

https://unu-merit-cdo.moodlecloud.com/mod/resource/view.php?id=176
https://unu-merit-cdo.moodlecloud.com/mod/resource/view.php?id=174


Good Example 3: Very clear policy advice
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- Clarity and conciseness

- Clear link to what was presented 
in the body of the brief

- Backed by evidence

Link to Policy Brief

https://unu-merit-cdo.moodlecloud.com/mod/resource/view.php?id=175


Main feedback points we observed
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- Forgetting to put basic information [contact, university and link to full paper] 

- Not having an interesting, eye-catching, title

- Not having a clear, specific aim/topic

- Very short (or missing) core/main body

- Recommendations not linked to the core

- Boring layout. No colors, no boxes, no visuals. No incentives to read. 

- Not including highlights

- Not including reference list, or in-text references.

- Not using simple language (or having grammatical/orthographical errors)





Reminder: the aim is to make research more read
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- 'We need to improve incentives for researchers to communicate; 
build communication skills at individual  and institutional levels; and 
strengthen capacity for evidence in policy and practice.' 

- 'Communication should be an integral part of the research 
cycle and not an add-on… all bilaterally funded research 
programmes should allocate a minimum 10% of the budget to 
communication.' 



Researchers should also be responsible (and held accountable and rewarded) to
share their learnings
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Researchers

Policymakers

Communicators



Science Communication is a shared responsibility , check in with your faculty or 
university or institute how they include research communication and can assist you. 
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What to focus on in sharing your policy brief 
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- Use your policy brief as a platform to showcase your work beyond traditional media

- Are there any surprising elements? A key recommendation that will contribute 
towards solving a problem? Use this to promote your work.

- Is there someone who would appreciate a personal email informing them about the 
brief? Send the brief to your institution or project partners.

- Is there a personal story behind the brief? Is the topic showcased in the news or 
media due to a current event? Use the angle to showcase the brief.



Dissemination Worksheet
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- Report back to your thesis participants (interviewees, institutions, donors)

- Share the policy brief with your thesis supervisor / institutional communications department

- Share the policy brief on your social media

- Add the link to the policy brief to your CV

- Add policy brief to job applications

- Use the policy advice summary in your thesis concluding chapter

- Create a profile on research gate and share it there

- Selected policy briefs shared as educational material (with your consent)

Dissemination ideas
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Last steps:
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- Peer feedback will be shared individually

- We will send the certificates next week
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